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KFMARKS 

CUM 1-15 are now pending in the appfation. date 1-3 and 5-7 nave been amended. 
Claims 9-15 have been added. 

r^im Rejections - M U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 1-8 have been rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Abel et 

al.(US 6.803,574 B2). 

The present invention concerns a method for detecting surroundings by means of an 
automotive night vision system, which overcomes the drawback of the prior art night visions 
systems, namely leading the driver to drive faster than it is possible without a nigh vision system 
(see paragraphs [0005] and [0006] of the specification). The system of the present invention 
comprises a number of areas including a detection area in which the night vision system u 
sensitive to invisible IR radiation and an area of representation, the data detected in winch is 
represented to the driver on an optical display. The area of representation is reacted to 
comprise at most the light cone of the vehicle high beam area. As a result, the display shows the 
driver only those data relating to the surrounding that he would see on activate of the 
conventional high beam anyway (see paragraph [0008] of the specification). 

The claims of the instant application have been modified to even more clearly define the 
present invention. Independent claim 1 now recites: 

A method for detecting surroundings by means of an automotive night vision system of a 
vehicle having a high beam headlight illuminating a high beam area and a low beam headlight 
illuminating a low beam area, the method comprising: 

dividing the area covered by the system into several areas, including 

a detection area, wherein the night vision system is sensitive at least to optical 
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Nation to fte IR waving* region and M data bating » an— g*. and 

* area of representation, whereto information from tie data relattng to the 
surroundings detected by the nigh, vision system is represented op.ioa.ly to fte dnver by 
means of a display device, 

vehicle. 

Abe. discloses a n iB h. vision device including a radiation deviee for generating infrared 
ra tat i0 », a deletion devlcn for giving an infrared image and a display deviee for v^a 
display of fte infrared image for the vehie,e driver. The radianon device has a semtconductor 
ZL source tha, can he controlled snch ft* ft. infrared radianon is emitted ,» a 
Z fashion. See .he abstract. This can realiae a higher power impulse and .bus ht^er 
de.ec.ion range, At the same time, the mean radiated power ia minimized, whtch contributes to 
eye safety. 1. is especially advantageous as it provides an expanded visual field (see co umn t. 
L 33-36). to summary, the device described by Abel has the object to achieve a as large aa 
possible detection range. 

However, Abel does no. describe to which arc. should an evaluation take place and fte 
relationship between the evaluation area and the area of representation. Abel does not disclose 
tat fte area of representation shonfd bo reacted and especially does no. disclose tat fte area 
of represent should be re.nic.ed to comprise at most fte high beam area of the veh.Ce. In 
cuter words, in Abel fte entire area detected by .he system would be represented to fte dnver on 
,he display device. In contest, to fte present invention, only selected area of.be entire deleted 
«. is displayed. As can be clearly seen to Figs. 14. some of fte detection area 3 or low beam 
area 1 is not represented. 

Abel discloses in column 3, lines 19-21 tat fte nigh, vision device 20 can be additionally 
switched on to enlarge fte visnaf field 10, in particular so that the depth of the visual field 10 . 
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.tended. « . A- - enlarged area may — «* - 

the vehicle is not disclosed by Abel because in Abet no restricting step p 
! Jl ^ wld be represented even if it does no, comprise « - *= «* «— « » F 

I could include an in*arcd detection ere. la^r then die vtsual field 

10, yet die entire enlarged area would still be displayed. 

Ctaim 1 is, therefore, believed to be patentable over the cited prior art and since all 
Claim • patentable as well, 

dependent claims are ultimately dependent on claim 1 . they are beueveo 

New cUim. 9-t5 have been added to recite tether aspect of.be present >°^» <«* 
as well because they are ultimately dependent on claim 1 . 

Favorable consideration and early issuance of the Notice of AUowance ate respectfully 
requested. Should further Uanea remain prior to allowance, the Ea.rn.ner u re.pectf.ny 
requested to contact the undented at the Indicted telephone numb.r. 



ResjJtectfully submitte4 



Date: October 24, 2007 tSSSSSS. 
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Akerman Senterfitt 
Customer No. 30448 
222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Phone: 561-653-5000 
Fax: 561-659-6313 
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